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Abstract

Background. Prosocial behaviors are the behavioral characteristics that are affected by several
components. The main purpose of this study was to develop the modelling of relationship
between moral perfectionism and prosocial behavior with the mediating role of moral
identity.

Methods. In this study, 341 residents of West Azerbaijan province in 2022 were selected by
available methods and completed moral perfectionism, prosocial behavior and moral
identity questionnaires in person or online.

Results. The results of Pearson coefficient and path analysis with SPSS and Amos revealed
that there was significant relationship between moral perfectionism, prosocial behavior and
moral identity, and the model of the relationship between moral perfectionism and prosocial
behavior with the mediating role of moral identity was also significant (p<0/001).

Conclusion. According to the result of research prosocial behavior was influenced by
personality and cognitive components, and in cultivating this behavioral characteristic,

moral perfectionism and moral identity should also be considered.
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Extended Abstract

Background

values, have a high moral identity, and based on this,

Prosocial behavior can be defined as voluntary
behavior with the aim of benefiting others or
promoting interpersonal harmony such as sharing
resources, helping and comforting others, which
seems to be influenced by several variables. Moral
perfectionism, as a personality variable characterized
by high level standards, causes more sociability and
less disruptive behavior. Also, people with a high
level of moral perfectionism, who have high moral

it can be said that the relationship between moral
perfectionism and prosocial behavior can be indirect
and through other ethical variables should be
predicted. Therefore, the purpose of the present
study was to examine the relationship between moral
perfectionism and prosocial behavior and the
mediating role of moral identity.
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Methods

In this correlational and causal study, 341 people
from Urmia's urban community were selected as
available sampling method and answered the
following questionnaires online or in person, and the
data was analyzed using correlation, path analysis
and Sobel methods. Ethical perfectionism
questionnaire was made by Yang et al. and it had 16
questions in two dimensions, high level ethical
criteria which had seven items (questions 1-7) and
concern about moral errors which included nine
items (questions 8-16). A 5-point Likert scale (1 =
completely disagree to 5 = completely agree) was
measured. The moral identity questionnaire was
designed by Black and Reynolds and had 15 items
and was scored on a 6-point Likert scale from 1=
completely disagree to 6=completely agree, and the
Prosocial Tendencies Measure -revised by Carlo and
Colleagues were made. This questionnaire had 25
questions and was graded on a 5-point Likert scale
(I1=does not describe me at all to 5= completely
describes me).

Results

The results showed that there was a relationship
between perfectionism, moral identity and prosocial
behavior. Moral identity was positively related to
high level ethical criteria, and concern about moral
errors, and prosocial behavior. There was a positive
relationship between personal moral standards and
concern about moral errors with prosocial behavior.
According to the results of direct paths, there was a
positive and significant relationship between moral
perfectionism and moral identity, and there was a
significant and positive relationship between moral
identity and prosocial behavior. Also, there was a
direct relationship between perfectionism and
prosocial behavior, and the indirect effect of
perfectionism on prosocial behavior was confirmed
through moral identity.

Conclusion

The results of the present study showed that there
was a positive relationship between moral
perfectionism, moral identity and prosocial behavior.
Also, the results of the model showed that moral
identity had a mediating role in the relationship

between moral perfectionism and prosocial behavior.
People who had the personality trait of moral
perfectionism acted based on moral values and these
moral values were institutionalized in their identity
led these people to perform prosocial behaviors
including helping others, empathy with them and
perform humanitarian behaviors.
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