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Abstract

Background. Despite more than two years passing since the implementation of the "Family
Protection and Population Growth" law, no scientific study has been conducted to measure
the level of public satisfaction and awareness regarding this law.

Methods. In this cross-sectional study conducted in the second half of 2023, participants
over the age of 15 from across Iran were surveyed. Information was collected through a
researcher-made valid and reliable questionnaire, which was distributed electronically via a
link. The data were analyzed and reported using descriptive statistics and statistical tests
through SPSS:16 software.

Results. 337 individuals from 27 provinces participated in the study (average age 34.4 years,
52% male). The public had limited awareness of the law (about 55%), with the least
awareness about its implementation status (49.1%) and the most awareness about the law's
purpose (56.8%). 60% of individuals stated that the law was of little or no importance to
them. Less than 20% of people followed related news. Social media was used twice as much
as national television (IRIB) as a source of information. The overall satisfaction rate was
approximately 52%. Unmarried individuals and those without housing had higher
awareness, while residents of rural areas showed low satisfaction.

Conclusion. The level of public awareness and satisfaction with the "Family Protection and
Population Growth" law is not at an acceptable level. Therefore, accurately identifying the
reasons for these issues and effective planning to address them should be considered by
policymakers of this law.
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Extended Abstract

Background

The text discusses the critical role population
dynamics and structure play in the economic, political,
social, and cultural growth of a country. Effective

policies in this area are essential for achieving national
goals. In the context of Iran, population aging has
become a pressing issue. To address this, the
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law was ratified in 2021 for a 7-year trial. Its primary
objectives are to encourage young people to marry and
families to have children by providing the necessary
support and facilities.

The text highlights various factors that influence
population changes, such as demographic trends,
mortality rates, cultural norms, wars, modern
lifestyles, economic challenges, and shifts in women’s
lives, including marriage age. Despite addressing
these issues, there is a lack of evidence regarding
public awareness and satisfaction with population
control policies, especially the "Family and Youth
Protection" law. This gap in understanding raises
concerns for policymakers, particularly in managing
social crises and uncertainty.

To address this, the current study was conducted to
evaluate the awareness and satisfaction of Iranian
citizens regarding this law, aiming to provide insights
for better decision-making and implementation of
population policies.

Methods

The current study is based on the purpose of a
practical study that was conducted cross-sectionally in
the second six months of 1402 throughout Iran. The
target group of this study included all Iranian people
over 15 years’ old. To determine the sample size,
Morgan's table was used, according to the statistical
population (people over 15 years old), the sample size
was calculated to be 384 people, which was added to
the sample size by 20% in order to increase the power
of the study and reduce the impact of the sample drop.
A sample of 460 people was calculated for the study.
In this study, due to the fact that the data collection
was done online and the possibility of controlling the
sampling method and the share of each city or
province was very low, therefore, the available
sampling method was used for sampling. The tool
used in this study was a part of a researcher-made
guestionnaire. The questions used in this study include
12 demographic questions, 7 questions in the field of
awareness of the various aspects of the "Family and
Youth Support” law, 3 questions in the field of
satisfaction and 4 questions in the field of follow-up
and receiving information about the "Support” law.
He was from the family and the youth of the

population. Awareness questions were set with a 5-
point Likert scale (not aware to very much),
satisfaction questions were set with a 6-point Likert
scale (I did not use, | was not satisfied to very much).
Collecting the required data was done anonymously
and based on the internet and online platforms by
sending emails, social networks and sending links to
people. This link was created through the website
https://survey.porsline.ir/. In this study, descriptive
statistics (mean, frequency, percentage) and statistical
tests, T-test, One Way ANOWA and Pearson's
correlation test were used using SPSS:16 software to
analyze the study data. Also, the significance level of
statistical tests was considered to be 0.05.

Results

The number of visitors to submit questionnaires
was 732, of which about 465 people have started to
complete the questionnaires, of which 337 people
(72% response rate) have completed and sent the
questionnaires. The participants were from 27
provinces of the country, most of them were from East
Azerbaijan, Tehran, Kurdistan, Yazd and West
Azerbaijan provinces. The average and standard
deviation of the age of the participants in the study was
34.42 £ 9.33 years and the majority of them (52%)
were men. The results of measuring people's
awareness of various aspects of the "Family and
Youth Protection" law showed that the level of
people's satisfaction was not satisfactory and was
estimated at around 55%. The level of awareness of
the bodies and organizations in charge of the
implementation of this law and the status of the
implementation of this law was less than 50%. The
highest level of awareness was related to the purpose
of this law.

Discussion

Research indicates that public awareness of Iran's
"Family and Youth Protection" law is significantly
low. A key reason for this lack of awareness is
insufficient dissemination of information via radio
and television. Only one-quarter of respondents
reported these traditional media as their information
source. To address this gap, national media outlets and
city authorities must enhance both the quantity and
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quality of information available about the law, as well
as work toward rebuilding public trust in these
platforms. Distrust in media channels may contribute
to their low usage, as noted in Rouhani et al.’s 1400
study, which highlighted weaknesses in promoting
media literacy, reflecting diverse  societal
perspectives, and leveraging engaging media formats.

Additionally, the law’s implementation faces
challenges in fostering public trust. Negative
experiences and misinformation circulating in virtual

spaces have dissuaded individuals from pursuing
benefits under the law. Participants cited issues such
as administrative inefficiency and rumors about
obstacles in accessing facilities as major barriers.
These factors contribute to widespread dissatisfaction,
particularly among rural residents, who often report
complicated and bureaucratic processes for receiving
benefits and incentives. The emergence of such
administrative hurdles diminishes satisfaction and
hampers the effectiveness of the policy.
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